Home
· Radiocarbon CONTEXT database is a collection of radiocarbon dates from Upper Paleolithic, Epipaleolithic, Pre-Pottery-Neolithic, Pottery Neolithic and Chalcolithic sites in the Near East and neighboring regions (20.000 - 5.000 calBC). In addition, information is provided as to archaeological contexts, site coordinates and bibliographical references. 
· Select first one or several regions or periods by using the global filter, then extract your data by the "site", "14C", "multi-method" or "references" menu. Generally speaking, typing the first three or four letters of the site's name will suffice.
· The quality of data is not the same for all regions. The data of the orange areas on the map are the most reliable. Grey denotes that the data of a given area are less complete and standardized. In the remaining areas data are scanty and have not been verified fully. For scientific research, please refer to the original sources.
· Utz Böhner and Daniel Schyle, radiocarbon CONTEXT database 2002-2006 http://context-database.uni-koeln.de
· [doi:10.1594/GFZ.CONTEXT.Ed1

Intro
· The CONTEXT-database is intended as an aid in the analysis of radiocarbon dates ranging from the Upper Paleolithic to the beginning of the Chalcolithic in the Near East (20.000 - 5.000 calBC). Maps for defined absolute time ranges provide up to date information which is as easily accessible to scholars as well as to non-specialists. In addition, site specific data, bibliographical references and complementary context information are supplied.

Although the radiocarbon data have been standardized and verified as far as possible it goes without saying that the quality of the data is not independent of the original sources. The present database supplies the age-calibrated values (68% probability range) as calculated using the calibration curve CalPal2005 SFCP. The study area has been divided into different regions following environmental parameters and each region has been given its own time scale. Dedicated to study purposes, the collection holds data of unequal quality e.g. some regions are better investigated than others. For easier use, the collected 14C-dates have been attributed in general to common cultural taxa/industries, even though some of these have as yet not been defined adequately. Consequently, in any interpretation all information supplied by radiocarbon CONTEXT database needs to be evaluated in detail by the individual user.

A complete evaluation-copy of the radiocarbon CONTEXT database is available in Excel- and PDF-format ("download" menu). The Excel-file may be imported directly into the CalPal radiocarbon calibration software, available for free download at [image: http://context-database.uni-koeln.de/img/pfeil_orange.gif]http://www.calpal.de/. Online calibration of single C14-dates is also possible at [image: http://context-database.uni-koeln.de/img/pfeil_orange.gif]http://www.calpal-online.de/.
	Additional information and advice, including hints either to existing errors or to relevant new C14-dates are welcome and gratefully acknowledged. Messages to the authors may be transmitted by the "contact" menu. All such suggestions will be processed immediately.

You are free to use, change and manipulate data from radiocarbon CONTEXT database for the purpose of your own research if you refer to the original authors. Databases including parts of the radiocarbon CONTEXT database have to be made free for public use. 
	[image: http://context-database.uni-koeln.de/img/Wildgetreide.jpg]

	
	Wild cereals in the Urfa region


· 

Interest in collaboration may be addressed to the authors. Please use the "login" menu to register.

Enjoy the CONTEXT-database! 


Site Database
The table "Site" displays geographical and selected bibliographical information relating not only to all radiocarbon-dated sites but also to selected sites not yet dated by radiocarbon. The list of undated sites is not exhaustive. The sites have been sorted into regional databases (Near East, Europe, Africa) according to periods (Upper Paleolithic, Epipaleolithic, Pre-Pottery-Neolithic, Pottery Neolithic, Chalcolithic).

Additionally, smaller geographical regions (e.g. Urfa plateau, Balikh valley) have been defined to allow smaller scale regional restriction of the number of results for each search. It is recommended to avoid the sorting of data according to countries.

For multi-layer-sites the occupation has been further divided into settlement-phases, in some cases by simplifying the original phasing as defined by the excavators. Consequently, the settlement-phases defined by us do not always correspond to the original phasing.

[image: http://context-database.uni-koeln.de/img/quality1.png]Major investigated site

C14 database
· This table displays the C14-dates and related bibliographical references sorted by site. The dates from each site are sorted according to settlement phases, and within each settlement phase in ascending age. Searches can be made for site-names (ascii- or uft8-code, e.g. Nevali Cori - Nevalı Çori), Lab-numbers, ranges of time, countries, regions or cultural taxa/industries.

Each C14-date is linked to a site and has been attributed to a settlement phase of the respective site where possible. When known, the specific context of a C14-date is recorded in the field "layer/locus". N.B. In some cases, i.e. where the original phasing has been simplified, the content of the fields "settlement-phase" and "layer/locus" may not always correlate.

Remarks and discrepancies are noted in the respective fields. Those dates with discrepancies, i.e. from questionable contexts, having too large standard-deviations or displaying clearly aberrant results, have been marked with a red dot. This does not necessarily mark a date as useless - it merely points to dates requiring specific evaluation and interpretation.

[image: http://context-database.uni-koeln.de/img/quality1.png]C14-date with high precision, standard deviation ≤ 0,7%
[image: http://context-database.uni-koeln.de/img/quality2.png]C14-date with standard deviation < 1,4%
[image: http://context-database.uni-koeln.de/img/quality3.png]C14-date with standard deviation ≥ 1,4% or from doubtful context
[image: http://context-database.uni-koeln.de/img/quality4.png]C14-date without rating
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